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Abstract 
(for dissemination) 

This document presents the final versions of the EULinksChecker add-in tools 
for Microsoft Word, Open Office Writer, Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox and 
Google Chrome as well as of the EULinksChecker online service for PDF 
files. The role of these software tools is to assist legal professionals during 
the process of drafting or viewing on the Internet legal documents related to 
EU law by offering them convenient features for performing legal research 
based on legal citations or other semantic connections of the drafted/viewed 
documents with EU legislation and case law. To this end the EULinksChecker 
makes use of a particular web service maintained by the EUCases Linking 
Platform which connects the add-in with the so called Linking tools of 
platform. These tools recognise the legal citations to EU law in the document 
drafted or viewed by the user. By further userôs request the web service 
delivers a list of EU legislative instruments or judgments of the EU Court of 
Justice or of national courts citing the same EU acts or their specific 
provisions to be opened by userôs default browser. Another valuable feature 
is the recognition of concepts of the EuroVoc thesaurus in userôs document 
and the generation of a list of legal documents which are indexed with the 
same term. The citations and term recognition is possible for the 5 languages 
used in EUCases project: Bulgarian, English, French, German and Italian. 
The source code of the final versions of EULinksChecker add-in tools and of 
the EULinksChecker online service for PDF files is published on EUCases 
web site and on GitHub as open source software (OSS).  

Keywords Links, EU law, legal citations recognition, EuroVoc terms, add-in, plug-in, 
open source software 
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Executive Summary 

 

The present deliverable briefly describes the functions and the requirements for installation 
and removal of the final versions of the EULinksChecker add-in tools for Microsoft Word, 
Open Office Writer, Internet Explorer, Mozilla Firefox and Google Chrome as well as of 
the online service for PDF files. The source code of these final versions is published as 
open-source software (OSS) at GitHub and on EUCases web site. 

The work of the EULinksChecker add-in tools requires a constant and stable online connection 
with the EUCases Linking Platform and its linking repository.  

The main functionalities offered by the add-ins are: 

¶ Recognition of the current document language; 

¶ Recognition and highlighting (underlining) of the legal citations in the currently 
displayed document, which refer to (provisions of) EU legislation and/or case law; 

¶ For each identified legal citation the user can: 
o See the text of the referred EU legal instrument/provision or judgment of the EU 

Court of Justice by clicking on the established link; 
o See a list of other relevant legislative instruments and/or case law which refer to 

the same EU legal instrument/provision or judgment of the EU Court of Justice. 
Each document from can be opened and viewed by the user in full text via the 
web service provided by the EUCases Linking Platform; 

¶ Recognition and highlighting (underlining) of all terms in the currently displayed 
document, which have been recognised as concepts in the EuroVoc thesaurus or 
Syllabus ontology; 

¶ For each term the user can obtain a list of legal documents classified with the same 
concept; 

¶ Export an XML file containing the text of the currently displayed document together 
with the identified links to the EU legislative instruments and EU case law. 
 

 

The final versions of the source code is published on EUCases web site:  

http://eucases.eu/fileadmin/EUCases/documents/EULinksChecker_Add-
in_Tools_FinalVersion_SourceCode.zip, 

and on GitHub: 

https://github.com/apis-bulgaria/EUCases.EULinksChecker 
 

 

 

http://eucases.eu/fileadmin/EUCases/documents/EULinksChecker_Add-in_Tools_FinalVersion_SourceCode.zip
http://eucases.eu/fileadmin/EUCases/documents/EULinksChecker_Add-in_Tools_FinalVersion_SourceCode.zip
https://github.com/apis-bulgaria/EUCases.EULinksChecker
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1  General description of the functionality and 

use of the EULinksChecker tools  

1.1  Purpose of the EULinksChecker tools  

The main purpose of the EULinksChecker add-in tools is to assist its intended users (legal 
professionals) when drafting or viewing legal documents containing references (legal citations) 
to EU law by offering them information about and access to EU and national legislation and 
case law related to the EU acts referred in userôs writing. 

To achieve this goal the EULinksChecker makes use of a particular web service maintained by 
the EUCases Linking Platform which connects to the Linking tools of the platform in order to 
have recognised the legal citations to EU law in the documented drafted or viewed by the user 
and delivers by further request a list of legal documents (EU legislative instruments or 
judgments of the EU Court of Justice or of national courts) citing the same EU acts or their 
specific provisions. The list is opened and viewed in userôs browser. Another valuable feature 
is the recognition of concepts of the EuroVoc thesaurus in userôs document and the generation 
of a list of legal documents which are indexed with the same term. The citations and term 
recognition is possible only for the 5 project languages: Bulgarian, English, French, German 
and Italian. 

The proper functioning of the EULinksChecker requires a stable internet connectivity in order 
to establish the needed communication with the web service of the EUCases Linking Platform. 

1.2  Improvements implemented in the final version  

Besides of fixing a few bugs discovered, the final version of the EULinksChecker tools 
includes an improvement which was recommended by the project reviewer at the First review 
meeting. The new functions ñShort citationò and ñFull citationò allow users to require that the 
EULinksChecker will return in a short or long format the text of a reference to an EU legislative 
instrument or case of the EU Court of Justice which refers to the official publication (see 
Section 1.3.3, Point 2). The received text can be copied and inserted in userôs text. The main 

goal of these functions is to support academic writers and students in citing and using legal 
sources in academic writings and student essays, but it could be used also by legal 
professionals in general as well as experts in other areas. 

1.3  Main f eatures  

In this section is described the functionality of the EULinksChecker tools in common. Despite 
the fact that each tool is a separate software application, they have identical functions whose 
user interface is deferring more or less depending on the host application. However, the 
intended use of these functions is one and the same in all EULinksChecker tools.  

The only exception concerns the implementation of the functions for a PDF viewer. In the 
Description of Work it was planned to develop an add-in tool for Adobe Reader. However, this 
was not possible, because of the highly restrictive policy of Adobe Systems Inc. Other PDF 
viewers (e.g. Foxit Reader) have been also explored, but unfortunately they do not offer plug-
in development. Therefore, APIS developed a simple online service for processing PDF files by the 

Linking tools of the EUCases Linking Platform (see Section 3). 

In the following subsections are described the functions of the EULinksChecker. They are 
invoked: 1) by pressing the buttons on the add-in toolbar integrated within the host application, 
2) by capturing some of the text functions of the host application (click on links) or 3) by using 
the commands from the contextual menu appearing by click with the right mouse button over a 
link inserted by the add-in. 
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1.3.1  Toolbar and menu functions  

The main functions of the EULinksChecker are managed by buttons on a toolbar or menu 
commands integrated within the host application. The concrete user interface solution 
depends on the way the host application visualises and deals with plug-ins: 

a) In Microsoft Word the EULinksChecker appears as a tab on the Ribbon with own 
command buttons: 

 

b) In Open Office Writer the EULinksChecker is part of the program menu and its 
functions appear as menu commands: 

 

c) In Internet Explorer the EULinksChecker appears as a toolbar with command buttons: 

 

d) In Mozilla Firefox the EULinksChecker is integrated within the main command bar: 

 

It is also available as part of the Firefox menu: 

 

e) In Google Chrome the EULinksChecker appears as a small icon within the main 
command bar which ñon clickò expands to an additional command bar: 
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Below are briefly described the different toolbar or menu functions shown on the example of 
the EULinksChecker add-in integrated into Microsoft Word. 

1) Check for links 

When user calls this function by pressing the ñCheck for linksò button on EULinksChecker 
toolbar the following steps are performed: 

¶ A confirmation is required 

 

¶ The language of the userôs text is identified and then this text is sent via internet to the 

Front-end Web Service of the EUCases Linking Platform which forward it to the linking 

tools and the tools for classification in the back-end 

¶ The linking tools and the tools for classification recognise the legal citations to EU law 

and the EuroVoc terms contained in userôs text 

¶ Information about the recognised citations and terms and their positions within the text 

is sent back to the add-in 

¶ The add-in opens a new document containing an exact copy of userôs text and 

highlights (underlines) all recognised citations (in green colour) and terms (in red 

colour) 
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2) Remove links 

When user calls this function the following steps are performed: 

¶ A confirmation is required 

¶ The add-in removes the highlights (underlining) of all citations and terms recognised 

with the function ñCheck for linksò. 

3) Insert link 

Before using this function user must have selected a portion of text. When this function is 
used, the user is prompted to enter a URL to an external resource: 

 

After entering it the selected text is highlighted and converted to a link to the specified 
resource. 

The EULinksChecker add-in for Google Chrome and Mozilla Firefox this function is available 
from the context menu appearing by right-click mouse operation: 
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¶ In Google Chrome: 

 

¶ In Mozilla Firefox: 

 

4) Remove links from selection 

Before using this function user must select a portion of text containing a link or links to a legal 
citation or term. When this function is used the contained links within the selection are 
removed. 

5) Save text to XML-file 

When using this function user is required to select path and file name of the text to be 
exported. After that the text of the currently opened (viewed) document together with the found 
legal citations and terms (in the case the ñCheck for linksò function has been already used) is 
sent to the Front-end Web Service of the EUCases Linking Platform. The service forward it 
subsequently to the linking tools, the tools for classification and the LT2XML conversion tools 
in the Back-end. Finally, the Front-end Web Service returns back the text in Legal XML format 
to the EULinksChecker add-in which stores it into previously selected file name and path. 
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6) Change interface language 

This is the only function which appears when the user presses the 
ñSettingsò button. It requires confirmation by the user.  

The available interface languages are: Bulgarian, English, French, 
German and Italian. 

This function is not available in Open Office Writer where the interface 
language of the EULinksChecker is set automatically by the installation of the tool based on 
the default Open Office language pack settings. 

1.3.2  Captured text functions of the host application  

1) Show hint on mouse over 

EULinksChecker add-in captures the ñshow hint on mouse overò function of the host 
application when the user hovers over a legal citation recognised and highlighted with the add-
in ñCheck for linksò function. In this case the add-in shows a hint containing: 

¶ The text of the cited legal provision, 

 

¶ Or bibliographic data about the cited legal act, 

 

¶ Or an active link to the URL of the cited legal document in EUR-Lex portal (if the 
document is not available in the EUCases Linking Platform). 










































